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OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
ABOUT OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARS

Center for Student Opportunity’s Opportunity Scholars Program assists highly motivated and qualified first-generation, low-income, and minority college-bound students through the college process to identify and enroll in four-year, student centered colleges and universities that seek to serve and support them. 

Opportunity Scholars are exemplary 9-12 grade students generally characterized by the following:

· First-generation college-bound (students whose parents did not go to or graduate from college) and/or 

· Limited financial resources (students who seek financial aid and scholarship support for college) and/or 

· Underrepresented/minority groups (students who identify as African-American/Black, American Indian/Alaska native, Hispanic/Latino/ and Asian/Indian Subcontinent/Pacific Islander)

· Students taking a college preparatory curriculum at their high school

· Students demonstrate high engagement in extracurricular and leadership programs
Opportunity Scholars are not defined by minimum academic qualifications, as Center for Student Opportunity college partners reflect a spectrum of selectivity to accommodate a diverse pool of student achievement and needs.
More information on the Opportunity Scholars Program can be found at http://csopportunity.org/ss/oppscholars.aspx.
ABOUT THE SCHOLARSHIP

The CSO Opportunity Scholarship is a $1,000, four-year renewable scholarship awarded to first-generation college-bound students enrolling at a Center for Student Opportunity partner college.

Scholarship winners will serve as monthly guest bloggers on Center for Student Opportunity’s web blog to share insight and perspective about their transition to college and successes thereafter.

The scholarship is awarded to graduating high school students class of 2009 (students entering the college class of 2013) who have been active in the Opportunity Scholars program and are matriculating to a CSO partner college. A complete list of CSO partner colleges can be viewed here: http://csopportunity.org/college_partners/coll_partners.aspx. 
APPLICATION DEADLINE 
Submit all completed application materials postmarked by June 15, 2009 via: 
Email to: 
info@csopportunity.org
Mail to:
Center for Student Opportunity

         
ATTN: Opportunity Scholarship

         
P.O. Box 30370
         
Bethesda, Maryland 20824

Fax to:    
(301) 951-7104
Section I: To be completed by student

A. General Information




	Name                            




	Address        


	City                                      State                          Zip        


	Email Address       


	Phone Number       


	College/University attending in Fall 2009        
On a separate sheet, in 100 words or less, please explain why you chose this school.



	Will you be a first-generation college student (parents did not go to or graduate from college)? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No



	Race/Ethnicity (Optional):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 American Indian/Alaska Native   
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Black/African-American/African
 FORMCHECKBOX 
White/Caucasian
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Asian American/Pacific Islander
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hispanic/Latino
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify      )


B. Personal Reflection: On a separate sheet, please respond to each question in 500 words (or less):

	1. What challenges have you faced in your college preparation, search, and application process? Who has helped influence you in your pursuit of college?


2. Explain why you are deserving of the Opportunity Scholarship.




C. Additional Information: 

	On a separate sheet, please list any extracurricular activities, leadership positions, awards, and other recognition. Please provide copies or proof of the awards with your application where possible.




D. Certification
I certify that I meet the criteria to qualify for the CSO Opportunity Scholarship and that all the information contained in this application is truthful and accurate.
	Signature                                         Print Name                                      Date       


Return completed application postmarked by June 15, 2009
Section II: To be completed by one teacher, counselor, or adult mentor:
A. General Information
	Student Name       


	Recommender’s Name   


	School/Organization         FORMTEXT 

     
                                           Title  


	Address        


	City                                      State                          Zip        


	Email Address       


	Phone Number       


B. Recommendation Letter

	On a separate sheet, please provide a letter of recommendation discussing the candidate’s qualifications for the CSO Opportunity Scholarship and why you feel he or she is deserving of the award.




C. Certification:

I certify that the above noted scholarship applicant meets the criteria to qualify for the CSO Opportunity Scholarship and that all the information contained in his/her application is truthful and accurate to the best of my knowledge.

	Signature                                         Print Name                                      Date       


Please return the above form and recommendation letter to the applicant to submit with his/her application packet or submit separately by: 
Email to: 
info@csopportunity.org
Mail to:
Center for Student Opportunity

         
ATTN: Opportunity Scholarship

         
P.O. Box 30370
         
Bethesda, Maryland 20824

Fax to:    
(301) 951-7104
All application materials must be postmarked by June 15, 2009.
  info@csopportunity.org
  PH (301) 951-7101 ext. 214
  4903 Auburn Avenue

  CSOpportunity.org
  FAX (949) 480-9470; (301) 951-7104
  Bethesda, MD 20814




