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OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

ABOUT THE SCHOLARSHIP:

The Center for Student Opportunity (CSO) Opportunity Scholarship is a $1,000, four-year renewable scholarship awarded to first-generation, low-income, and/or minority high school seniors (class of 2010; entering the college class of 2014) enrolling at a four-year college or university. 

Scholarship winners are also given the opportunity to serve as student bloggers on Center for Student Opportunity’s web blog (www.csopportunityscholars.org) to share their college journeys and offer advice to younger students like them on how to make it to college.

ELIGIBILITY:
Opportunity Scholarship applicants are generally characterized by the following:

· Graduating high school (or home-schooled) seniors attending school in the United States
· Attending an eligible four-year college or university partnered with CSO in the fall of 2010. CSO College Partners can be viewed here: http://csopportunity.org/college_partners/coll_partners.aspx.
· First-generation college - students whose parents did not go to or graduate from college, and/or

· Limited financial resources - students who seek financial aid and scholarships for college, and/or

· Underrepresented/minority groups - students who identify as African-American/Black, American Indian/Alaska native, Hispanic/Latino/ and Asian/Pacific Islander 
Opportunity Scholars are not defined by minimum academic qualifications.

TIMELINE 
1. May 28, 2010: All completed application materials must be postmarked by May 28, 2010. Incomplete applications will be disqualified from the scholarship selection process.

2. June 21, 2010: Semi-finalists will be selected and notified by email.  Semi-finalists will be asked to submit a sample blog post.  Scholarship committee will select finalists to advance to the interview round of the scholarship selection process.

3. July 15, 2010: Finalists will be selected and invited for phone interviews.

4. August 4, 2010: Winners of the Opportunity Scholarship will be notified.
APPLICATION DEADLINE 

Submit all completed application materials postmarked by May 28, 2010 via: 

Email to: 
scholarship@csopportunity.org
Mail to:
Center for Student Opportunity

         
ATTN: Opportunity Scholarship

         
P.O. Box 30370
         
Bethesda, Maryland 20824
Fax to:    
(949) 480-9470

Section I: To be completed by student
A. General Information




	Name                            




	Address        


	City                                      State                          Zip        


	High School      


	Email Address       


	Phone Number       


	Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy)


	Will you be a first-generation college student (parents did not go to or graduate from college)? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


	Race/Ethnicity (Optional):
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 American Indian/Alaska Native   
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Black/African-American/African
 FORMCHECKBOX 
White/Caucasian
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Asian American/Pacific Islander
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hispanic/Latino
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify      )


	College/University attending in Fall 2010         



	How did you learn about the Opportunity Scholarship? (check all that apply)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Counselor   
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 College
 FORMCHECKBOX 
CSO Blog/Twitter/Facebook     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scholarship Website 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Community Organization/Mentor  FORMCHECKBOX 
 I am a CSO Opportunity Scholar 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other - please specify     



B. Personal Reflection: On a separate sheet, please respond to each question:
	1. Why did you select the college you will be attending Fall 2010? (100 words or less)
2. Who has helped influence you in your pursuit of college? (300 words or less)

3. Explain why you are deserving of the Opportunity Scholarship. (500 words or less)



C. Additional Information: 

	On a separate sheet, please provide a resume or a list of any extracurricular activities, leadership positions, awards, and other recognition. 


I certify that I meet the criteria to qualify for the CSO Opportunity Scholarship and that all the information contained in this application is truthful and accurate.

	Signature                                         Print Name                                      Date       


Return completed application postmarked by May 28, 2010
Section II: To be completed by one teacher, counselor, or adult mentor:
A. General Information
	Student Name       


	Recommender’s Name                            


	School/Organization                                                   Title       


	Website (if applicable):      


	Address        


	City                                      State                          Zip        


	Email Address       


	Phone Number       


B. Recommendation Letter

	On a separate sheet, please provide a letter of recommendation discussing the candidate’s qualifications for the CSO Opportunity Scholarship and why you feel he or she is deserving of the award.



I certify that the above noted scholarship applicant meets the criteria to qualify for the CSO Opportunity Scholarship and that all the information contained in his/her application is truthful and accurate to the best of my knowledge.

	Signature                                         Print Name                                      Date       


Please return the above form and recommendation letter to the applicant to submit with his/her application packet or submit separately by: 

Email to: 
scholarship@csopportunity.org
Mail to:
Center for Student Opportunity

         
ATTN: Opportunity Scholarship

         
P.O. Box 30370
         
Bethesda, Maryland 20824

Fax to:    
(949) 480-9470
All application materials must be postmarked by May 28, 2010.
 scholarship@csopportunity.org
  PH (301) 951-7101 ext. 213
  P.O. BOX 30370
  CSOpportunity.org
  FAX (949) 480-9470
  Bethesda, MD 20824



