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THE FACTS:

MAKING THE CASE FOR THE
COLLEGE ACCESS & OPPORTUNITY GUIDE

Our current education system is not ensuring that all young people who are
college-ready make it to college. Students from low-income families and those that
would be the first in their family to attend college are underrepresented on college
campuses.

[1 Each year, an estimated 200,000 college capable low-income students graduate from high school but
do not pursue a college degree.'

L1 Only 29% of first generation students enroll in postsecondary education immediately after high school,
compared with 73% of students whose parents have received a bachelor’s degree."

[1 Preparation is a significant issue: Only 45% of first-generation college-bound students take the SAT or
ACT, compared to 82% of students whose parents have a bachelor’s degree. "

Even those that do make it to college are not finding supportive college homes and
graduating.

L1 Students in the poorest quarter of the population have an 8.6% chance of getting a college degree.
Students in the top quarter have a 74.9% chance."

L1 Among high school graduates who are academically qualified to go to college, low-income students
are far less likely to end up obtaining a college degree than their high-income peers — 43% vs. 80%."

L1 Seventy-Five percent of students from high-income families complete college by age 24, yet only nine
percent of students from low-income families are completing college by this age."'

L1 Roughly 75% of first-generation students who attend college have not received a bachelor’s degree
eight years out of high school.""

L1 Less than half of the students who attend community college or a non-selective four-year institution
ever graduate—nearly 80% of the nation’s post-secondary student body. """
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But the opportunity for college is there.
1 About 4,000 colleges and universities in the United States enroll more than 15 million students.

L1 There are more than 3,000 college-readiness initiatives that target underserved groups, and the federal
government invests more than $1 billion annually in Upward Bound and related programs.”™

[0 A record $135 billion in financial aid is available to students and their families.”

L1 Over 60% of all college students received financial aid. At private colleges and universities, that
number jumps to over 75%.™

I In 2004-05 grant aid averaged $1,800 per student at two-year public colleges, $3,300 at four-year
public colleges, and $9,600 at private four-year colleges. ™"
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